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VISION:   Where ideas grow and people flourish  

MISSION:  The SpringDale Neighbourhood Centre is building the capacity and                                                      
strengthening our community to improve the quality of life for people on the Bellarine. 

VALUES:   Approachability         Positivity         Fairness        Innovation  

All 

Welcome! 

 We acknowledge the Wadawurrung People              

as the Tradi�onal Owners of the Land,                                

Waterways and Skies.                                                                       

We pay our respects to their Elders, past and               

present.  We acknowledge all Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people who are                    

part of our Community. 

SpringDale Neighbourhood Centre Inc. 

ARTIST: BILLY-JAY O’TOOLE | PAPUL ART 

Wadawurrung Tradi�onal Owner 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT: AGM 2024 

 

On behalf of the SpringDale Commi6ee of Management, I would like to express our appre-

cia�on to Anne, Bre6 and the team of Volunteers and casual staff members who keep our 

wonderful Neighbourhood House humming along so brilliantly week a;er week. 

SpringDale has such a diversity of clubs, classes, services and individuals opera�ng within 

our community, that this really is a place “Where Ideas Grow and People Flourish”. 

We are known and respected throughout The Bellarine and the Greater Geelong area, and 

we really have good reason to be proud of our Neighbourhood House and thankful for the 

many services and opportuni�es that it offers our community. 

I grew up in Drysdale and haven’t moved more that 20 kilometers away from here, so I’m 

aware of the valuable asset we have in SpringDale. 

To a large extent we keep this community connected, providing informa�on through the 

SpringDale Messenger each month. We provide a mee�ng place, a place of acceptance 

and inclusion, and a place where people can express themselves through the skills and 

passions that each individual has. We also provide a place where help is offered for so 

many of life’s challenges. 

SpringDale con�nues to grow and develop with the changes that are occurring in this fast-

changing world we live in, and it’s all thanks to Anne, Bre6, and the whole team. 

That team includes our faithful commi6ee: Vice-president, Denis Hyland, Secretary Anna 

Hong and Treasurer Jan Ward along with Wendy Thorn, Wendy Page and Margaret Reing, 

also including Jeanne6e Ernst who was on our commi6ee for part of this year. 

Thank you to all for another wonderfully successful year.  

 

Dianne Benne6 

On behalf of the SpringDale Commi6ee of Management. 

 

President’s 2024 Report 

Dianne Bennett 
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It has been another big year running from one ac�vity to the next, with hardly a breath in between. Over 

the previous 19 years of life at SpringDale, you would think I would be ready for year 20 but I wasn’t. 

Once again we seemed to crank it up another gear. 

With more people needing more one to one internet support,  more classes and more groups , there is 

always something to do. Set up for a class, take tables down for a group, buy something online for some-

one without a credit card. Each minute of each day will hold a new opportunity or challenge.  

Our Strategic Plan has con�nued to drive us forward over the last twelve months. Advocacy, Collabora-

�on, Communica�on, Educa�on, and Facilita�on all of these direct our ac�vi�es and help us to build the 

capacity and strengthen our community and to improve the quality of life for people on the Bellarine. 

With people being at the heart of all we do.  

Advocacy - The North Bellarine Aqua�c Centre stayed open for the whole year and plans for stage 2 are 

progressing. Who would have thought that so many people would use an outdoor pool all through win-

ter. I know so many people who love our ini�al pool and so many are looking forward to the next stage 

too.  

Early 2025 we’ll discover whether our advocacy and community educa�on campaigns around footpaths 

will be successful, hopefully resul�ng in footpaths throughout Drysdale and Cli;on Springs being rolled 

out over a few years. 

Women Living Well has changed into Sustainable Housing for Older Women Bellarine or SHOW Bellarine 

and con�nue to grow in knowledge , networks and long term solu�ons for the Bellarine. 

  

       Footpaths For Health  -  h�ps://projects.onthebellarine.org.au 

Coordinator’s 2024 Report 

Anne Brackley 
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Collaborate – although we didn’t get to apply for Power Savings Bonuses again this year we have been 

able to help those who are in an embedded power network, to access a power bill reduc�on, in partner-

ship with State Government. Although the partnership with Neighbourhood Houses Victoria and Safe 

Seats Safe Kids came to an end last year we were able to help families through Safe Seats Safe Kids in 

partnership with Bellarine North Rotary Club. 

We partnered with Hearing Australia to provide Free Hearing Checks, with Bellarine North Rotary to pro-

vide convenient ba6ery recycling, Queenscliff Rural Australians for Refugees to raise more than $5,000 in 

gi; cards to help families in these �mes of need. 

We partnered with Neighbourhood Houses Victoria to create a new group Walks for Carers and although 

our numbers have not been over whelming a number of people have benefited from this new group  

Communicate - We have con�nued to partner with approximately 40 Businesses and 50 organisa�ons to 

publish 11 edi�ons of our award winning SpringDale Messenger. We con�nue to deliver the Messenger, 

via our wonderful walkers, to 15,000 homes across the Bellarine and via the internet, world wide. It was 

always a dream to have the Messenger accessible 24/7 and I con�nue to be amazed every�me I look 

something up, in the Messenger, via our website. 

Educa�on—our classes have changed a li6le over the last 12 months, with tutors leaving and others 

star�ng with us. Art con�nues to be our strong suit, with Computer and Cooking Classes following closely. 

We are always on the lookout for new classes and opportuni�es. 

Our Special Interest Groups also allow informal learnings to happen or to be enhanced. I know I have 

learned a great deal through our Numbers Group 

Facilitate – We con�nue to facilitate other groups at SpringDale and also to facilitate services that might 

otherwise not be available locally. Our digi�zing video has jumped to another level as we can now digi�ze 

mini vhs tapes as well. O;en digi�zing can lead to other conversa�ons and other opportuni�es.  

One to one digital support con�nues to be a service that is needed and one we give. Many requests are 

for assistance with Federal Government, State Government or Local Government forms or services. Other 

assistance has been given when people have needed support for hospital admission forms or Working 

with Children Checks. Not so many vaccine cer�ficates this year but many more Australian Ci�zenship 

Cer�ficate applica�ons—even one for a gentleman born in Australia in 1987 but his parents are not Aus-

tralian Ci�zens and so he needed an Australian Ci�zenship Cer�ficate to be able to apply for an Australian 

Passport.  

Thank you to our Commi6ee, staff,  and volunteers for making SpringDale a great place to visit and be 

Anne Brackley OAM  

Coordinator and Chief Enthusiasm Officer  

Coordinator’s 2024 Report 

Anne Brackley 
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2021—2026 

 

 

 

                            One of  our many groups at SpringDale. 

This photo courtesy of Mark Bloothoofd. 
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A Selection of Group Reports 

SpringDale Ar,sts   

The SpringDale ar�sts group was formed in 2006 and now has  a large number of  members who meet 

each Wednesday at SpringDale. Our members use a range of styles and mediums to create their work, 

and we enjoy working alongside each other suppor�ng and sharing knowledge as well as having fun. 

This September we celebrated our 19
th

 annual exhibi�on and we thank Anne Brackley for her opening 

remarks and the support she and her team give to make this two week event such a success each year. 

Our work can also be seen at the Bellarine Medical Centre and next March we will be part of the North 

Bellarine Arts Trail giving us the opportunity to welcome people and share some conversa�ons about 

our art. 

G. Gunn, Secretary 

Dining Group 

Welcome to SpringDale dining group. We hold gourmet meals 2
nd

 Tuesday of each month. Numbers have 

increased since last AGM. Each month new faces join in to share their meals with you wonderful people.  

Dull days of winter have passed, bright evenings awaken our senses! 

I hope you enjoy the venues I select for you. Of course, I try them first.  

Your summer menus will con�nue, Christmas at SprinDale, January - Hi Sushi, at Leopald, Big surprises in 

2025…Best Wishes to all and thank you, 

Fran Rowell 

Cards Group 

I am wri�ng to you on behalf of our Cards Group, who enjoy playing Bolivia which is the type of canister.  

We meet every Monday a;ernoon at 12:30 at the Springdale neighborhood Centre and have done for at 

least 10 to 12 years. Playing cards is an excellent way of s�mula�ng your brain and it’s a lovely social at-

mosphere.   

We welcome any new members and would appreciate the Springdale neighborhood Centre magazine to 

adver�se on our behalf to anyone interested to join us. 

Doreen Bennett  

Springdale Reads Book club 

The Springdale Reads is a book club which has been going for quite a few years, there are a few original 

members s�ll in the group and welcomes new members. The group meet at 7.30 on the first Thursday of 

each month at Springdale Neighbourhood Centre to discuss the chosen book.  It is not only a discussion 

about the book, but a friendship group as well.  Many members in the group have come down to the Bel-
larine to live and it is a great way to meet people and do something they love 'READ'.    
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Genealogy Group – Thursday 9am- 12pm 

The Group is currently doing well with  the number of  members. Over the year we have had absences 

due to travel, illness and family obliga�ons, however, a small core has kept the group going. We are all at 

differing stages and levels with our family histories and work at our own pace. Members assist each other 

as needed and able. One member has almost completed studies at university in Genealogy and is willing 

to assist others. The camaraderie between members is wonderful, and we a6end lunch together on a bi-

monthly basis. We appreciate the use of the computer room at Springdale and thank Anne, Bre6 and oth-

er staff for their generosity and assistance. 

Kind regards,  

Carol Boglis. 

A Selection of Group Reports 

German Conversa,on Group 

The group was “resurrected” with a new facilitator in March 2024.  It targets na�ve German speakers who 

would like to converse in their mother tongue, but don’t have family or friends to talk to (anymore). Or 

there are people who lived / worked in a German speaking country, and their German has become rusty, 

because they don’t have a chance to prac�ce it. And some par�cipants learned German at school or uni-

versity and want to con�nue speaking it. 

At our mee�ngs we talk about a variety of topics including travel, celebra�ons, sport, music, hobbies - but 

o;en the conversa�on returns to one subject everyone loves: food! 

Since this group is not a German language acquisi�on class for total beginners, but an opportunity for 

people who have some knowledge of German to retain or improve their speaking and understanding of 

the language, the conversa�on flows in German with only the occasional slip into English. 

The group has grown from a  rela�vely small number to having a good solid core a6ending each �me we 

meet, which is on the first and third Thursday each month from 3 - 4pm. 

New par�cipants are always welcome by contac�ng the Springdale Neighbourhood Centre. 

Susanne Womersley 

This photo courtesy of Mark Bloothoofd. 
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Bellarine Family History Group 

Since our commencement at SpringDale in February 2020, the Bellarine Family History has completed our most 

successful year with our four tutors fully engaged each week providing tui�on over the two Monday sessions to our 

group’s par�cipants commencing with or con�nuing their research into their family history.    

Over the 2024 year, we have had a large number of new par�cipants to our sessions with some people con�nuing 

with us from 2023. 

Whilst the main purpose of the Group is to assist people star�ng their family tree research, we have also assisted 

many people who are further advanced with their research.     

We are very willing to assist any person who comes to us for help or guidance with ma6ers rela�ng to family tree 

research and assist them in finding the skeletons in their cupboard. 

We were able to assist one older lady par�cipant, Marion, a6ending to our Group who did not have any computer 

experience.  The research and assistance provided by Val was able to locate informa�on and photos for the majori-

ty of the family lines to Marion’s Great Grandparents including the family tree chart displaying this informa�on.     

Marion enjoyed her weekly sessions with Val and advised that it was the highlight of the week she most looked 

forward to.  

The Bellarine Family History Group 

Norm, Val, John, Geoff  

SpringDale Life Drawing Group 

The SpringDale Life Drawing Group meets each Monday at St James Church hall in Collins St. Drysdale be-

tween 1.15 and 3.45 pm and charge $20.00 per session. We have a number of male and female models 

and our session consists of both short and long poses with a tea break and a �me to chat in the middle of 

the session. All members bring their own materials such as easels/paper etc. We welcome new members 

and are always on the look-out for new models. 

George-Ann Gunn 

A Selection of Group Reports 

Girls’ Shed 

This happy group con�nues to a6end Springdale each Tuesday at 1pm to enjoy each other’s company 

whilst working on our current, individual projects or UFO’s. 

    During 2024 many new faces have joined the group and others have been missing due to family com-

mitments, holidays or illness. Several, are new comers to the area and see the cra; group as a way of 

mee�ng new friends.  

    Our “girls” skills include kniUng, crochet, quil�ng, embroidery and are most willing to pass on these 

calming, useful skills to others. So, whatever level your cra;ing is at, come along and join us (even for a 

chat). 

Many thanks, 

Beth White 
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A Selection of Group Reports 

SpringDale Felt and Tex,le Ar,sts  

The SpringDale Felt and tex�les Ar�sts enjoy crea�ng twice a month in 

the Art room where encouragement and inspira�on flows. 

Our annual exhibi�on in June was a great success, one could even say a 

bit overwhelming and so many people coming to visit. Thankyou. 

We are busy making items for our next expo in 2025. A few hats on the 

agenda. We would like to thank those who have donated books and 

wool fibre to our group. Very much appreciated, thankyou. 

Big thankyou to SpringDale for having the space available  to us so we 

can con�nue to create. 

Julie Drobek 

SpringDale Jigsaw Library  

The two hour monthly �meslot. 10am to 12noon on the first Thursday of each month, is seventh heav-

en to a growing band of jigsaw aficionados on the Bellarine  

The Springdale Jigsaw Library, housed in a room off the Community Centre Hall, is an irresis�ble magnet 

that en�ces puzzlers of all genera�ons and interests from near and far in our region. 

“It’s not just the puzzles, it’s a community” says a smiling borrower. “Jigsaw enthusiasts are coming to-

gether and forming friendships around their common love of joining puzzle pieces. The Junior Puzzlers 

sec�on is great for kids too”   

The last twelve months has been a pro-

gram of keeping the jigsaw room un-

clu6ered, improving access and raising 

the Library profile on social media. 

Ways to get puzzles into more Bellarine 

homes is the latest discussion amongst 

the volunteers as they enjoy a cuppa.  

With a host of ideas to explore, 2025 

will be exci�ng for the Springdale Jig-

saw Library 

This photo courtesy of Mark Bloothoofd. 

This photo courtesy of Mark Bloothoofd. 
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Bellarine Kinship Carers 

Bellarine Kinship Carers 

I established Bellarine Kinship Carers in 2015 with just two kinship families. 

Our current numbers stand at 89 families travelling the kinship journey in our local community.  

Our group is growing very rapidly, way beyond my wildest expecta�ons. But we support each other in a 

way that only those travelling the kinship journey will understand. 

We as a group have achieved many posi�ves over the past 9 years – from gaining the support of our local 

community – this has been achieved in many forms – from local radio interviews, local service clubs infor-

ma�on discussions on kinship care, to wri�ng an ar�cle on kinship care in the SpringDale Messenger. 

A more recent posi�ve – Bellarine Kinship Carers advocated with child protec�on for the benefit of one of 

our Carers.  An awesome success story. 

SpringDale Neighbourhood Centre and especially Anne Brackley thank you for all your support and guid-

ance.  

Jeanette Hanley-Heath 
Bellarine Kinship Carers. 

A Selection of Group Reports 

Chess Group 

Our Chess group sessions have been going for 4 weeks and during that short �me we have had a good 

number a6end at various sessions. 

I feel that we are going to get more people a6end as word begins to spread amongst the community. 

One par�cular junior, James an 8-year-old boy (with speech issues) shows a lot of promise and I’m sure 

with coaching and �me will prove to be a very strong Chess player. 

Last Wednesday we had the a6endance of an 80-year lady who was interested in learning Chess from 

scratch and will hopefully return this week with a friend of hers (of similar age) also looking to join a 

group for chess and making new friends. 

We look forward to the coming weeks with interest. 

Rodney Hessing 
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Wednesday  Men’s Cooking Group 

I have par�cipated in the Wednesday morning cooking group at Springdale for quite some number of 

years.  

I have enjoyed the company of a diversified group of people; men primarily, but also some lovely ladies 

too, who have been involved in and are re�red from an interes�ng and varied range of working situa-

�ons.  

They are enthusias�c about the group’s shared capacity for comple�ng our sessions, tasks assis�ng with 

the food prepara�on for lunch and some take – home food as well! 

The convener, Brian, engages the group with food selec�on for the following week. Our rosters ensures 

that everyone is involved in all aspects of our prepara�ons for comple�ng the necessary tasks for each 

session. 

I really enjoy the friendly banter of our group as we enjoy our weekly lunch, and everybody has the op-

portunity of discussing the news, events and the cooking successes of the previous week. 

Par�cipants really appreciated the advent of our excellent and high speed oven and our faster, much 

cleaner and much more manageable automa�c dishwasher. 

Long live the enjoyment of Wednesday cooking at Springdale! 

David Schofield 

Friday Men’s Cooking Group 

Overall, another fulfilling year. Cooking skills learnt, stories swapped, recipes enjoyed, companionship ex-

perienced. (Plus, it kept us off the streets on Friday mornings!!!)  

There has been greater confidence shown with using recipes and stepping up to lead the cooking group. 

Many helpful techniques and skills shared… adding herbs and spices to boost flavour and taste test along 

the way, how to peel tomatoes, how to use a croc pot, prepare and cook food safely, different methods of 

cooking rice, to name just a few. 

Recipes have come from many sources, families, internet, supermarket magazines and cookbooks. All suc-

cessfully prepared with the group happily slicing and dicing. Banter and companionship are an integral 

part of the class, resul�ng in us becoming a very close-knit group.  

Many thanks to everyone, 

Richard 

A Selection of Group Reports 
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SpringDale Pole Walking  

Looking back over the year since the 2023  AGM, I’m happy to report we have had another successful 

year. 

Our numbers have fluctuated quite a lot this year. The reasons for this fluctua�on being, the welcoming of 

a new member, some members who cannot walk regularly and some members requiring hospital stays. 

I’m pleased to report these members are well on the road to recovery and enjoying being back walking 

again. 

We walk for 50 weeks of the year, missing between Christmas and New  Year. Saying that we had one 

small roster mix up which has been sorted and the schedule retyped and printed by one of our members. 

There were two walks we missed due to the weather, one in January when the BOM issued a heat warn-

ing and another in June  due to extremely foggy weather. 

We recently had a person walking with us to help her achieve her dream of walking  across Tasmania. 

Through the group she gained valuable experience  in the use of her poles , which allowed her to fulfill her 

dream without any further impact to her back issues. 

Our final walk for the year will be on the 23rd December 2024, which is also the day we will be having a 

breakup/Christmas lunch. 

 

Brenda Hunter and Sandra Scally 

Sustainable Housing for Older Women (S.H.O.W.) 

There is a great need on the Bellarine for more appropriate, safe and affordable homes for senior people 

– par�cularly women over 55. 

Our group focusses on what we can do as a community to shi; the way we think about housing. Not eve-

ryone can afford a 3-4 bedroom home to rent, and not everyone needs that amount of space. We can 

share, we can build smaller homes, we can create communi�es that allow seniors to “age in place” right 

where they’ve already put down roots and established their friends, networks and services. 

We have had a busy and produc�ve year, and our numbers have grown since our name change (from 

Women Living Well) from the handful of very faithful and passionate women who are long term members 

of the group.  

We have helped in prac�cal ways to connect home owners with seniors who are searching for a place to 

call home. And we have made many connec�ons with organisa�ons and individuals who will poten�ally 

be able to help us with our inten�on to re-imagine the way housing is developed here on The Bellarine. 

You can read about our group in The Messenger each month – or come along to a mee�ng to find out 

more. 

Dianne Bennett. 

A Selection of Group Reports 
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Tai Chi 

Tai Chi was originally developed for combat and self-defense. Today this Chinese mar�al art is prac�ced 

as a form of exercise with slow movements and controlled breathing. Tai Chi is great for maintaining flexi-

bility and balance and is suitable for all age groups. We meet each Friday to prac�ce this art, trying to im-

prove the forms learnt over past years including the sword, fan, 24 and 42.   

George-Ann Gunn 

 

Scrapbooking 

Why do we love scrapbooking? 

We provide you with the products and classic scrapbooking solu�ons that will allow you to preserve your 

story crea�vely. Celebra�ng rela�onships from your childhood to the future, your parents, siblings, ex-

tended families, being a friend, parent, aunt or cousin.  Documen�ng the weddings, birthdays, Christmas, 

school, career and those special moments of our lives. 

If you have masses of photos and countless memories of these �mes, come join us; there is no be6er 

�me to delve into those boxes and get started. 

General scrapbooking classes are on the 2
nd

 Thursday of the month and special classes for the amazing 

“Book of Me” project on the 4
th

 Sat of the month. If you need to chat about what suits your situa�on best, 

give me a call on 0400513018.  

Lyn Clough 

A Selection of Group Reports 
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SpringDale Writers 

The group has had another terrific year with numbers swelling to such an extent that a wai�ng list has 

been introduced. The format of individual members sugges�ng topics for everyone to write about, cre-

ates fairness in the group. Some ideas are trickier than others and it’s heartwarming to see par�cipants 

having a go and being prepared to read their work aloud. It’s astonishing to hear the variety of responses 

to a single theme! 

On the second anniversary of the group’s forma�on, another anthology of these works was created for 

members to reflect on and enjoy. SpringDale Writers looks forward to con�nuing successfully in 2025. 

Ali Holborn 

The Bellarine Community Singers 

The past year has seen the Bellarine Community Singers consolidate into a  large group of enthusias�c 

and regular a6endees.  

We are not a choir but prefer a more informal approach to singing in which we sit in a circle and choose 

songs from our arch files of 100 songs. The songs have been progressively refined to sort out easily 

‘singable’ keys and arrangements. Ensuring that our song books are up-to-date and complete has proved 

challenging in the past but we seem have the gremlins under control as we head towards Christmas. We 

do, however, need to increase the number of arch folders and songs as our membership has increased. 

There can be no doubt that we ‘sing for fun’ but we also seek to support and care for members who have 

suffered illness or bereavement during the year. One of our special members, Rita, passed away and we 

regularly remember her and her carers by singing one of her favourite songs, Wooden Heart. Birthdays 

and special occasions are celebrated with signed cards, a few special words and, of course, favourite 

songs. 

We were most grateful to the Lions Club for their dona�on of funds to buy more high-quality music 

stands. The number and variety of musical instruments varies from �me to �me but we typically have 

three guitarists, at least three ukeleles, bongos, tambourines and other percussion instruments and, most 

recently, the beau�ful piano in the Springdale Hall, played by Jacqui Wissenden. 

We hope, weather permiUng, to have enjoyed a Saturday evening campfire sing-along at Maite Marton-

Samos’s property on the Portarlington Road by the �me this report is read at the AGM.   

We are also joining the Ocean Grove Probus group on Monday 25
th

 of November. We will form a circle 

with them and encourage their par�cipa�on as we sing some of our favourites, including two beau�ful 

Christmas Carols. 

I have produced two mul�-camera video recordings of en�re a;ernoon singing sessions, along with our 

rendi�on of The Seekers’ Morningtown Ride, overlain with video of the Q-Train depar�ng Drysdale Sta-

�on. It has been a personal delight to lead this group during the year and to report that the weekly prac-

�ce has helped me re-develop my skills with my 6- and 12-string guitars. The enthusiasm and support of 

this fabulous group of people is unmatched in my experience. 

Dr David Smith 

A Selection of Group Reports 
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St Leonards Bellarine Sculptors 

Our merry li6le band have been at The Space every Monday, absolutely enjoying ourselves, although on 

occasion weathering some overwhelming odds. Some�mes we didn’t all make it in, depending on who 

was away on holidays, in hospital, minding grandchildren or just in bed with the proverbial. We all look 

forward to our Monday get together catch up though, as we work our way through bringing into being - 

gargoyles, vases, busts, birds, dogs, cats or quaint houses, some of which will be for sale at the Christmas 

Market 7
th

 December St Leonards Memorial Hall. 

St Leonards Community Space Quil,ng Group  

This small friendly group has been mee�ng on a Wednesday morning for a number of years. There is a 

strong core group with several others a6ending when they are available. Although the �tle of the group is 

quil�ng, we have a diverse range of interests i.e quil�ng, embroidery, crochet, kniUng and lace making. 

There is always someone willing and able to assist with a project if needed. There is a lot of chat and ex-

change of ideas on a variety of topics, but above all we have fun and laughs. 

St Leonards Community Camera Club  

The St Leonards Community Camera Club welcomes anyone with an interest in photography.  We aim to 

have fun and enjoy our photography, while improving our photographic skills through compe��ons, 

presenta�ons and social ac�vity.  We support all forms of photography from tradi�onal to the newest 

trends. 

We currently have a good number of ac�ve members who have ranging skills and abili�es and diverse 

photography interests.  Ages of our members vary - with the youngest a teenager through to members in 

their 70s. 

We have an interes�ng and varied program throughout the year.  Examples of monthly compe��ons 

planned for 2025 include “reflec�ons”, “frozen” and “something old”.  Monthly presenta�ons will include 

“long exposures” and “phone photography”. 

We meet on the first and third Tuesdays of the month (February through to November) at the St Leonards 

Community Space (Blanche St, behind Neville Richards Real Estate). 

For further informa�on, email the Club at 3223SLCC@gmail.com. 

St Leonards  Monday  am Cra@  Group 

A mixture of cra;s done by a small core group of  ladies along with another few members who join us 

when they can, on either the Monday or Wednesday groups. 

We are a social Cra; group and always welcome new members. 

Terrilyn 

Groups in St Leonards  

St Leonards AM & PM Art Groups 

AM & PM Art Groups have had another successful year of drawing and pain�ng. The par�cipants con�nue 

developing their skills and learning new ones; they have enjoyed learning about ar�sts materials, medi-

ums and techniques. We have par�cipants a6ending regularly from places locally, Curlewis, Werribee and 

one occasionally from Melbourne. The friendly par�cipants in both groups con�nue to make and sustain 

firm friendships. 

The St Leonards Community Space con�nues to provide a safe and workable place for both the night and 

day Art Groups. 

 Pammi Pryor, Art Leader  
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Facilitate – use data to drive change, Provide facili,es for the benefit of the                      

community. 

During the past 12 months, the assistance/events/points listed are a sample of the types of ac�vi�es 

conducted under this Strategic Goal. 

Help the community to do more  

We handed out and delivered Rapid An�gen Test (RAT) kits—un�l they ran out 

Photocopying, Faxing, shredding, binding, scanning and emailing 

Resume assistance 

Room Hire 

Bokashi food scrap recycling system and Ensopet – pet waste recycling 

We made, servered  and handed out more than 1000 Christmas Meals for those in need and socially in need —a project 

supported by City of Greater Geelong. 

Provide up to date informa,on and advice 

During events, during elec�ons, during various ac�vi�es we are asked to provide informa�on to assist residents and visi-

tors to the area to meet whatever need there maybe.  

Facilitate group, family and community connec,ons 

We con�nue to welcome families and community groups to use our spaces / zoom licenses to facilitate get togethers and 

mee�ngs as we can fit in.  

Facilitate community involvement and ac,vi,es 

We try to enable as many community groups as possible to get their messages out and opportuni�es out to people via the 

Messenger or to put posters up around the Centre 

 

     Bellarine Camera Club     Cli;on Springs Garden Club     Drysdale Guides  
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Facilitate – drive change for the benefit of the community. 

98 sets of an�the; screws replaced ordinary numberplate screws making those 98 vehicles a li6le saf-

er and saving their owners  hundreds of poten�al hours of inconvenience and hundreds of dollars of 

fines etc... 
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COMMUNITY WELCOMING ACTIVITIES 

Other community groups and some businesses also provide pamphlets and information to invite new residents to 
use their services or to visit the club as part of their transition. Most people come to SpringDale and pick up a Wel-
come Kit for themselves and have a guided tour of our Centre  at the same time.  We encourage feedback and also 

continue to look for other informative documents to include in our Welcome Kit. 

We encourage people to come to one of our welcome activities—be it Morning Tea, Lunch or Dinner—hopefully one 

timeslot will work for a person / family.  

 Included in the welcome kit:                                                                                                                                                                                        

Welcome Letter                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Latest SpringDale Messenger                                                                                                                                                                                              

On The Bellarine Business and Services Directory                                                                             

SpringDale Course Guide                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Listing of Specifically Designed Activities without any outlay except their time and 

perhaps to pay for their own lunch or dinner (see flier below) 

The Welcome Kit is one of the special ways that we try to assist new residents to               

feel a sense of belonging as they transition into a new place of residence.  

THE WELCOME KIT 
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SpringDale is a not for profit organiza�on dedicated to the needs of our community, offering services and 

educa�on as required by our community. It has been a privilege to be part of SpringDale as the Treasurer 

and intend to remain as Treasurer of the 2024/2025 year.  

The financial Statement in full, is a6ached and can be read at your leisure. Our total Expenses for this fi-

nancial year was $544,412 with a small profit of $2732.  

You might ask where do all our funds come from? Our funds come from a variety of sources: Government 

Grants, Student Fees, Messenger Adver�sing, Group contribu�ons, Fee for Service ac�vi�es and Dona-

�ons. Each part of SpringDale complements the other. 

 Once again I would like to thank our volunteers that do a great job delivering the Springdale Messenger.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Jan Ward 
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Mark SP Wilkinson  
ABN 46 472 629 469 

Certified Practising Accountant 513900

 

To the members of the Springdale Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated  

Report on the Financial Report  
I have reviewed the accompanying financial report of the Springdale Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated, being a 
special purpose financial report comprising of the Statement of Members of the Committee, Income Expenditure 
Statement, Balance Sheet, notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory 
notes for the financial year ended 30 June 2024. 

Responsibility for the Financial Report  
Those charged with governance of the entity are responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial report in accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework and for such internal control as is 
determined to be necessary to enable the preparation and fair presentation of the financial report that is free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

 
My responsibility is to express a conclusion on the financial report based on my review to satisfy the Associations
Incorporation Reform Act 2012. I conducted my review in accordance with Auditing Standard on Review 
Engagements ASRE 2410 Review of a Financial Report Performed by the Independent Auditor of the Entity, in 
order to state whether, on the basis of the procedures described, anything has come to my attention that causes me 
to believe that the financial report is not presented fairly, in all material respects. As the reviewer of Springdale 
Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated, ASRE 2410 requires that I comply with the ethical requirements relevant to 
the review of the financial report.  
A review of a financial report consists of making enquiries, primarily of persons responsible for financial and 
accounting matters, and applying analytical and other review procedures. A review is substantially less in scope 
than an audit conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards and consequently does not enable me to 
obtain assurance that I would become aware of all significant matters that might be identified in an audit. 
Accordingly, I do not express an audit opinion.  

Independence  
In conducting my review, I have complied with the independence requirements of the Australian professional 
accounting bodies. 

Conclusion  
Based on my review, which is not an audit, nothing has come to my attention that causes me to believe that the 
financial report of Springdale Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated does not present fairly, in all material respects, 
the financial position of the entity as at 30 June 2024, and of its financial performance and its cash flows for the 
year ended on that date. 

  
Mark Stuart Pressland Wilkinson 
Date: 19 November 2024 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation 
PO Box 235                                                                                                                                            Telephone: 0418 772 212                                             
Leopold  Vic 3224                                                                   Email: auditvalue@bigpond.com                


